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The ice is starting to come off and the extended forecast 

for this summer looks great!  All of us at CFI are excited 

to get back into the warm weather and pick up where we 

left off last year!

CFI – NEWS AND UPDATES

The past year was extremely busy for the CFI – Global 

Fisheries Management team, with many projects and 

activities of 

all types being 

both completed 

and initiated. 

Aside from 

constructing the 

most innovative 

and effective 

fisheries 

enhancements 

in the industry, 

CFI has been 

tapped as 

the foremost 

authority for 

several articles 

in publications 

relating to 

fisheries enhancement and management.  We were also 

featured in the Denver post in an article about fish habitat 

enhancement and restoration, as well as in the Hall and 

Hall publication about the integration of fisheries with 

ranching land practices. 

In addition, CFI’s wide-ranging experience will garner 

much attention in the media in 2012, as future articles 

and features with our expert citations are published.  Be 

sure to stay informed on new developments by logging on 

to www.cfiglobal.com/blog for updates!  Until then, 

here are a few projects, both finished and underway.

Fisheries Enhancement & Creation – Gunnison, 

Colorado

In the fall of 2011, CFI completed close to 2 miles of 

stream restoration and trout habitat improvement on 

Ohio Creek near Gunnison, Colorado.  Ohio Creek is a 

major tributary to the Gunnison River that flows through 

historical hay farming and cattle ranching land, and the 
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CFI’s Freshwater Shrimp nursery

Detailed stream corridor analysis

CFI conducting a fish population survey
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IBM NAMES ITS FIRST FEMALE CHIEF EXECUTIVE
Virginia “Ginni” Rometty becomes IBM’s chief executive in January, replacing Sam Palmisano. Rometty, an IMB
senior vice president, will be the 16th female top-ranking official at a Fortune 500 company: »9B

Angela Braly WellPoint

Ursula Burns Xerox

Lynn Elsenhans Sunoco

Andrea Jung Avon

Ellen Kullman DuPont

Gracia Martore Gannett

Beth Mooney KeyCorp

Denise Morrison Campbell Soup

Deanna Mulligan Guardian Life

Indra K. Nooyi PepsiCo

Debra Reed Sempra Energy

Virginia Rometty IBM

Irene Rosenfeld Kraft Foods

Laura Sen BJ’s Wholesale Club

Meg Whitman Hewlett-Packard

Patricia Woertz Archer Daniels Midland

Virginia Rometty file
Age: 54
Education: Bachelor of science de-
gree with honors in computer sci-
ence and electrical engineering
from Northwestern University.
Background: Joined IBM in 1981
as a systems engineer; in her cur-
rent role as an IBM senior vice
president, Rometty is in charge of
the company’s global sales and
marketing. C
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BUSINESS

By Jason Blevins The Denver Post

evergreen» Shannon Skelton gently drops his bead head wooly bugger atop the clear pool,
and within seconds his fly rod bends under the pull of a cutbow trout.

“This is a classic example of perfect habitat. Remember, before we got here, the fish were
4 to 8 inches max,” says the aquatic biologist as he pulls a 20-inch flame-red trout from the
depths of the pool on Upper Bear Creek on the flank of Mount Evans.

Five years ago, the creek was a tur-
bid, shallow mess. Hay operations
reached to the water. Decades of cat-
tle grazing had eroded banks that
washed away with each year’s run-
off. The tepid trickle hosted sickly,
non-native fish that rarely reached
maturity.

“It was a meandering disaster,” said
Dick Williams, a retired zoologist
who a few years ago joined three oth-
er homeowners along the creek to
hire Skelton and his CFI Global team
to breathe new life into the ailing
brook. “Two days ago I pulled a
24-inch rainbow out of a 13-foot pool.”

Skelton and his wife launched CFI
Global in 1997 with a borrowed
$1,500. Today, their team of seven bi-
ologists — all of whom operate
heavy machinery and can challenge
Skelton’s formidable fly placement
skills — has rehabilitated fish habi-
tats for wealthy landowners across
the Rocky Mountains as well as
Dubai, Patagonia, Ecuador and Ha-
waii. Fort Collins-based CFI has re-
stored more than 200 miles of
stream and 4,000 acres of lakes,
ponds and wetlands in the past 14
years.

Skelton, who coos his prey from
the banks and kisses each trout he
catches before slipping it back in the
water, has developed a reputation as

one of the more holistic fishery fix-
ers in the country. Landowners —
from municipalities to millionaires
to developers — are lining up for his
preservation-focused rehab work,
which includes fishery management
and consulting.

Still, his science-first approach re-
quires convincing, particularly
among the super wealthy whose
checks typically cull instant results.

Skelton, for example, spends a year
researching the riparian habitat be-
fore turning a stone.

CFI employs proprietary software
that analyzes a year’s worth of data
covering every aspect of a stream’s
hydrology. In Upper Bear Creek, for
example, his team graded the creek a
D-plus before beginning a year-long
evaluation. The final design — which
required 260 tons of gravel and rock

and a cost somewhere between
$250,000 to $500,000 a mile — has the
4 miles of stream winding through
lush banks of dense native switch-
grass and riffling over rocks into
deep pools where giant trout spend
their lifetime hiding under carpets of
reedgrass and gobbling swarms of
bugs.

“In one season, this whole ecosys-
tem changed,” Williams said.

Many of today’s stream rehab
projects involve what Skelton calls
“quick fixes,” like dropping large
boulders or rock structures across
stream beds to control flows and cre-
ate plunging pools for fish. Often
those rocks are not native to the
stream or region.

“CFI tends to utilize more natural
techniques to improve fish habitat,”
said Nathan Green, a regulatory
project manager for the Army Corps
of Engineers who has worked with
Skelton on several fish-habitat im-
provement projects.

Skelton crouches as he sneaks up
on a pool hidden in waist-high fes-
cue and switchgrass. Moments later
a flash of red breaks the water as the
rainbow fights on Skelton’s line.

“I can’t believe how well these fish
have done here,” he said. “Oh, this
guy is huge.”

That zeal for fish inspires land-
owners, Green said.

“Mr. Skelton has a clear passion
for fish-habitat improvement and
has changed the minds of particular
landowners who would have likely
implemented harder, rock-based
habitat improvements,” Green said.

Jason Blevins: 303-954-1374
or jblevins@denverpost.com

By Eric Dash
and Nelson D. Schwartz
The New York Times

new york» Bankers have an odd-
sounding problem these days: They
are awash in cash.

Droves of consumers and business-
es unnerved by lurching markets have
been taking their money out of risky
investments and socking it away in
bank accounts, where it does little to
stimulate the economy.

Although financial institutions are
not yet turning away customers, they
are trying to discourage some deposi-
tors from parking that cash with them.
With fewer attractive lending and in-
vestment options for that money, it is
harder for the banks to turn it around
for a healthy profit.

In August, Bank of New York Mel-
lon warned that it would impose a
0.13-percentage-point fee on the de-
posits of certain clients who were
moving huge piles of cash in and out
of their accounts.

Others are finding more subtle
ways to stem the flow. Besides paying
next to nothing on consumer check-
ing accounts and certificates of depos-
it, some giants — such as JPMorgan
Chase, U.S. Bancorp and Wells Fargo
— are passing along part of the cost of
federal deposit insurance to some of
their small-business customers.

Even some
community banks,

vaunted for their little-guy orienta-
tion, no longer seem to mind if you
take your money somewhere else.

“We just don’t need it anymore,”
said Don Sturm, the owner of Ameri-
can National Bank and Premier Bank,
community lenders with 43 branches
in Colorado and three other states. “If
you had more money than you knew
what to do with, would you want
more?”

Ordinarily, in a more robust envi-
ronment, an influx of deposits would
be used to finance new businesses, ex-
pansion plans and home purchases.
But in today’s fragile economy, the
bulk of the new money is doing little
to spur growth. Of the $41.8 billion of
deposits that Wells Fargo collected in
the third quarter, for example, only
about $8.2 billion was earmarked to fi-
nance new loans.

What’s more, the profitability of
each new loan has shrunk. Because
the Federal Reserve effectively sets
the floor off which banks price their
lending rates, its decision to lower in-
terest rates to near zero means the
banks earn less money on the deposits
they lend.

The banks are also earning less on
the deposits left over to invest. They
typically park that money overnight
at the Fed for a pittance or invest it in
ultra-safe securities, such as bonds
backed by the government. But with
interest rates so low, the yields on
those investments have been crushed.

“We just don’t need it
anymore. If you had
more money than you
knew what to do with,

would you want
more?”
D Don Sturm,

American
National
Bank and
Premier

Bank

Kevin
Moloney,
The New

York Times

dp Insider-trading rap» Arrest of former
Goldman Sachs executive expected. »11BManagement team» Digital First names key executives. »8B

Banks
flush
with
cash
Clients are parking money
because they are jittery about
stocks, and little goes out as
loans due to a weak economy.

Healingwaters
CFI Global wins praise with its science-first approach to

restoring streams, lakes and wetlands. The proof is in the fish.

Shannon Skelton checks a rainbow trout he hooked along a stretch of Upper Bear Creek restored by his Fort Collins-based business, CFI Global.
The stream was “a meandering disaster” before the slow, expensive process of making it healthy once again. Photos by John Prieto, The Denver Post

After a year-long evaluation, CFI used 260 tons of gravel and rock to re-
store 4 miles of stream and banks along Upper Bear Creek. At a cost of
$250,000 to $500,000 a mile, the “whole ecosystem changed.”

Wall Street» Stocks fall as hopes for a deal on European debt falter and disappointing earnings are reported. »6B

BREAKING NEWS» European economic summit. »denverpost.com
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By Tim Hoover and Kurtis Lee The Denver Post

O n pace to graduate in two years with a degree in computer sci-
ence and art from the University of Denver, Matt Pirtle esti-
mates he will have amassed well more than $30,000 in debt
from an array of student loans.

The 20-year-old junior uses six federal and
three private loans to cover the $48,000 in tuition
and boarding costs at the private university each
year.

“The only thing that makes me feel confident
I’ll be able to pay the money back is because my
degree is in a field that’s fairly expansive,” said
Pirtle, a native of northern California. “The price
of a good education is worth it.”

President Barack Obama today will unveil a
plan on the Auraria campus in Denver that could
help millions of college graduates struggling with
student debt. According to the Federal Reserve
Bank of New York and the U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation, Americans now owe more on student
loans than on credit cards, with total loans out-
standing exceeding $1 trillion for the first time.

Obama “knows that student debt levels still re-
LOANS » 15A
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As DaVita’s
woes mount,
its stock falls

By Michael Booth The Denver Post

Coloradowillpromote strongerover-
sight of its cantaloupe industry in the
wake of the deadly listeria outbreak,
helping farmers create a certified label
potentially backed by safety training,
auditing and lab testing for pathogens.

State Agriculture Commissioner
John Salazar said the measures — now
under discussion with farmers and agri-
culture experts — could help right the
melon business after 28 deaths from
Jensen Farms cantaloupes.

Salazar acknowledged, though, that
the state does not have new resources
to fund such a certification program. A
new system would rely on budget
shiftsorpayments fromthe farms them-
selves, as other industries currently do.

“We have to do something to give not
only growers confidence but consum-
ers confidence,” Salazar said. “There’s
a lot of damage that’s been done, and
we need to prevent this from ever hap-
pening again if possible.”

The fixes under discussion include:
B A “Colorado Proud” label, or even

LISTERIA » 19A

PRESIDENTIAL VISIT
OBAMA RETURNS
TO A HAPPY PLACE
The president attended re-election
fundraisers Tuesday night at the
Pepsi Center, where Democrats
nominated him for president in ’08.
»details, map of today’s road
closures, 14A

Updates. Keep up with
today’s news on the visit.
»denverpost.com/breakingnews

By Justin Pope The Associated Press

It’s a kick in the gut, even for students and fami-
lies hardened to bad financial news: Average
in-state tuition and fees at four-year public colleg-
es rose another $631 this fall, or 8.3 percent, com-
pared with a year ago.

Nationally, the cost of a full credit load has
passed $8,000, an all-time high.

Throw in room and board, and the average list
price for a state school now runs more than $17,000
a year, according to two annual reports on college
costs and student aid published today by the
not-for-profit education group the College Board.

Helping drive up the national numbers were
huge tuition increases at public universities in
California, which enrolls 10 percent of public
four-year college students and whose 21 percent
tuition increase this year was the largest of any
state.

COSTS » 14A

OLD-WORLD
MEATS UNDERGO
RENAISSANCE
»food, 1D

Voice of the Rocky Mountain Empire

By Jennifer Brown, Michael Booth
and Christopher Osher
The Denver Post

Denver-based DaVita Inc. is the sub-
jectof an inquiry by a U.S. attorney’s of-
fice in New York — the latest in a line
ofshots takinga toll on the nation’s larg-
est kidney-dialysis company.

Tuesday’s announcement follows
news that a Denver-based federal
grand jury is conducting a criminal in-
vestigation into DaVita’s relation-
ships with doctors. In addition, a
judge in Texas advanced a federal
whistle-blower lawsuit alleging Da-
Vita overused the anemia drug Epo-
gen to drive up revenues.

DaVita stock, meanwhile, has plum-
meted 24 percent since its 52-week
high in July.

DaVita executives said Tuesday they
expectasubpoenafromtheU.S.Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services re-
gardingpayments it receivedfromMed-
icaid in New York for dialysis drugs.

“We intend to work cooperatively
DAVITA » 19A

Melon
farms to
get more
oversight
The listeria outbreak prompts
the state to work with farms
on ways to improve safety.

Ashton Harper, 21, of Lakewood works one of the two jobs she holds to save money to return to Community College of Denver. She has
deferred payment on two federal loans from previous stints at college and says she’ll have to borrow again to go back. Joe Amon, The Denver Post

Obama visits Denver

Plan aims to lighten
students’ debt load
GOP says presidential appearance is about campaigning, not creating jobs
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STATE BUDGET CUTS HIKE TAB

PUBLIC-COLLEGE
TUITION RISES 8%

6

EYES ON THE LAW Denver police to wear cameras to record their interactions. »1B

Classic
Heating & Air

Furnace Tune-Up 
for only $60 ($175 value)

66% off
Please register at www.DenverDailyDeals.com 

to get deals emailed to you every morning. 
See Page 2 for additional off er details

ATTENDEES WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO REGISTER FOR 
A FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION & 3D CAT SCAN ($700 VALUE)

CALL  303-758-1555

FREE DENTAL IMPLANT EDUCATION SEMINAR

WESTIN-WESTMINSTER
10600 WESTMINSTER BLVD | WESTMINSTER, CO

NOVEMBER 9TH | 6:30 PM 

VANTAGEDENTALIMPLANTS.COM Pre-construction condition

Immediately following CFI’s Fall 2011 construction



historical land practices had created an environment that 

was less than ideal for stream dwelling animals. In order to 

solve many of the biological and physical problems in this 

reach, structural manipulations of the stream corridor and 

habitat implementation were required, resulting in vastly 

improved biological integrity and physical habitat features 

for all trophic levels of the creek. 

Stillwater Development Projects:

In addition to stream restoration and habitat improvement, 

CFI was engaged in many exciting stillwater development 

projects in 2011. Several large lakes and many smaller 

ponds were designed, cut into the ground, and started 

as productive fisheries and waterfowl ecosystems.  The 

habitat structures, pond slopes, and aeration system designs 

were all conceived and constructed by the CFI - Global 

Fisheries Management team, at locations all over the Rocky 

Mountain West.

Spring Creek Creation Project:

Our Spring Creek creation project, initiated last year in 

Gunnison, Colorado, is progressing to the construction 

phase in 2012.  The design and permitting for a natural-

feeling spring creek fishery has been completed, along 

with associated ponds and waterfowl habitat, and is set for 

construction in the spring of this year.

Stream Enhancement / Restoration:

In the same area near Gunnison, on an adjacent stretch 

of Ohio Creek, the data gathering and mapping process 

is underway on another mile section of degraded stream. 

With a much different character and new set of challenges 

for remediation, this stretch of Ohio Creek is similar to 

the previous year’s project only in name.  CFI is looking 

forward to the opportunity to apply our innovative science-

based principles of stream restoration to this reach, and will 

continue our phased approach through completion in the fall 

of 2012.

CFI - FISH AND FORAGE

CFI has an industry-exclusive macroinvertebrate rearing 

and stocking program, centered on the freshwater shrimp 

Gammarus 

lacustris, to 

boost the forage 

supply of any 

stream or pond 

fishery. Fathead 

minnows are 

also available to 

provide a forage-

fish population 

in stillwater 

fisheries, allowing 

all predatory fish 

to flourish with 

an ample food 

supply. 

CFI’s salmonid 

rearing facilities 

are at capacity for 2012 with a diverse assortment of trout 

species and sizes, ready to infuse any fishery with premium 

quality fish. Our exclusive aquatic macroinvertebrate based 

feeding and rearing program ensures that all of our fish 

are the healthiest, most vibrantly colored and naturally 

acclimated trout available for stocking. Be sure to place your 

order now to reserve your fishery stock!

970.207.9110 970.207.9110www.cfiglobal.com www.cfiglobal.com

One of the key 
deficiencies on 
this stretch was 
abnormal bar 
development 
leading to 
very wide and 
shallow braided 
sections.  
Addressing this 
deficiency was 
among the chief 
priorities for CFI.
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Late afternoon on the CFI Spring Creek Project

CFI at work on the Ohio Creek fishery enhancement


